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CHAPTER 29, PAUL’S MISSION 
SCRIPTURE Acts	13-14;	16-20;	Romans	1;	3-6;	8;	12;	15;	1	Corinthians	1;3;5-6;	10;	12-	
13;	15;16;	Galatians	1;	3;	5-6;	1	Thessalonians	1-5	

CHAPTER SUMMARY  Saul began his career as a radical Jewish scholar who was so convinced 
the Chris6ans were wrong that he had them imprisoned and stoned. A;er an encounter with 
the resurrected Jesus he became a Christ-follower. Saul became Paul (his Greek name) who 
proclaimed Christ to the Jews first and also to the Gen6les. Led by the Holy Spirit, the believers 
in their home base of An6och in Syria commissioned Paul and Barnabas and sent them out as 
missionaries to spread the news that Jesus the Messiah is raised from the dead. Their first 
missionary journey took them to the island of Cyprus where they encountered a Jewish sorcerer 
who opposed them and a Roman proconsul who embraced the gospel. They set sail for the 
region of Gala6a (present south-central Turkey). They were invited to preach in the synagogue 
in An6och and, a;er an ini6al favorable recep6on, they faced persecu6on so they turned their 
sights toward the Gen6les.     
Paul was joined by Timothy, Silas, and eventually Luke for his second missionary journey. They 
visited many ci6es in Macedonia, including Philippi where a church was begun in Lydia’s home. 
The evangelists were beaten and thrown in jail where their faith convicted not only their jailer, 
but apparently the other prisoners as well. Many Jews and Greeks from Thessalonica believed 
before Paul and Silas were sent away for their own protec6on. Paul then met Priscilla and Aquila 
in Corinth where he was again opposed by the Jews. But Gen6les believed, so Paul stayed and 
ministered there for about a year and a half. He also wrote leOers to these churches to teach 
and encourage them. He wrote the Thessalonians to encourage them to con6nue to be the 
model of Chris6anity that they had become in expecta6on of the Lord’s return.       
A;er returning to his base of opera6ons in An6och, Paul set out on his third journey.  As he  
strengthened the churches in the Gala6an region, Apollos showed up in Ephesus where he met 
Priscilla and Aquila. He was a powerful speaker and strong disciple, but needed further 
teaching. Paul arrived in Ephesus, a hotbed of pagan idolatry, and as he began teaching in the 
synagogue, most Jews rejected his message. He stayed more than two years teaching both Jews 
and Greeks. Many people from the region came to hear him as the word spread. Some of the 
Ephesians believed and le; their idols and witchcra; in exchange for a new life in Christ. This 
did not set well with the idol ar6sans who staged a riot to drive Paul out of town. While in 
Ephesus, he penned leOers to churches in Corinth, Gala6a, and Rome, though he had not yet 
visited there.     
The Corinthian church had enjoyed a who’s who of early church leaders. This privilege should 
have prodded them onto Chris6an maturity but instead they chose sides like children on a 
playground. Paul chas6sed them for their divisiveness, corrected their immorality, and 
answered ques6ons that they had about spiritual gi;s. They needed to prac6ce sacrificial love 
for one another. Some were even denying the resurrec6on so Paul gave them a remedial lesson 
on the essen6als of the gospel and the hope of a future resurrec6on. The Gala6an churches 
were confused by Jewish Chris6ans who insisted they prac6ce the Jewish ceremonial rites. 
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Paul’s leOer is a masterpiece on Chris6an liberty as he defended jus6fica6on by faith alone. 
Paul’s pastoral desire to minister to the believers in Rome prompted him to write a leOer to 
convey the founda6ons of the Chris6an faith. In spite of every form of opposi6on, the word of 
God could not be contained. God sovereignly saw to it that obstacles became opportuni6es for 
Paul and others to take the gospel “even to the ends of the earth.” 
ICEBREAKER QUESTION: What do you like best about the church you aOend? 

1. God set apart Saul (Paul) and Barnabas for foreign mission work to help fulfill the 
mandate to be witnesses “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Review the list of 
missionaries supported by your church.  Read about each and pray for the needs that 
are listed for each one.  

2. What differences do you find in Paul’s message to the Jews in the synagogue as 
compared to his message to the Gen6les? Discuss applica6ons we might make today for 
reaching different people groups with the same gospel.   

3. Compare the conversions of Lydia and the jailer at Philippi. What differences do you 
find?  What similari6es?  

4. What makes the Church in Thessalonica “a model to all the believers” (1 Thessalonians 
1:1-2:8) and what applica6on can we make for our church if we want to be known as a 
model church? 

5. What problem seems to be at the root of the divisions and quarrels in the Church at 
Corinth? (1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 3:1-11) Do you see any lessons here for our church?  

6. Read 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12:3-8, and Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16. Why is the human 
body a good metaphor for the church and how does it relate to spiritual gi;s? 

7. According to Paul’s leOer to the Gala6ans, does freedom from the law grant freedom to 
sin (Gala6ans 5:13-26)? What are some results of living by the Spirit? 

8. What is the rela6onship between righteousness and faith and why do you suppose Paul 
used Abraham to prove his point? (Hint: The Jews placed their trust in keeping the Law 
and the fact that they had been circumcised.)  

9. Of all the books in the Bible, Paul’s leOer to the Romans most clearly outlines a paOern 
we can follow to lead a person to Christ. It shows man’s lost condi6on and makes clear 
what we must do to receive what God has done to correct our sad condi6on. This 
collec6on of verses has o;en been called “the Romans Road to salva6on.” Trace the 
following verses, perhaps even marking them in your Bible. Romans 3:23 ! 3:10-11 ! 
6:23 ! 5:8 ! 10:9-13 ! 5:1, 8:1, 8:38-39. In 25 words or less, what are the essen6als 
of the gospel? (Hint:  Review 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.)  How do you think the Romans Road 
could help you share your faith in the future? 

CHAPTER 30, PAUL’S FINAL DAYS 
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Journal your answers to these ques6ons as you read through the chapter this week. You may 
wish to read one day and journal the next, or spread the ques6ons over the whole week. 

DAY 1 

1. Paul said to the elders in Ephesus, “Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought 
with his own blood”. List several ways a shepherd is a good metaphor for the role of an 
elder and why it’s important to remember that the church belongs to God. Even if you are 
not an elder, how do the passages apply to you? 

2. Review Paul’s personal tes6mony that he gave to the Jews from the steps of the barracks 
(Acts 21:37-22:21). What paOern in Paul’s example might help you ar6culate your own 
tes6mony?   

DAY 2 

1. Paul was wrongly accused by his enemies, just as Daniel and Jesus had been. How did 
each of these men respond to false accusa6ons and what can you learn from them? How 
might you respond when confronted with anger about your Chris6an beliefs? 

2. Which unlikely situa6ons did Paul use as opportuni6es for evangelism in this chapter? 
What are some unlikely situa6ons in your own life that can be used as opportuni6es to 
evangelize?   

DAY 3 

1. Review Ephesians 2:1-10. Make a “before and a;er” list of those things that are true of all 
people before salva6on and a;er salva6on. Name at least three outwardly observable 
ways that you can apply these truths to your life because you are in Christ. Now that I am 
in Christ, I am no longer ___________________.   

2. What did Paul’s leOer to the Ephesians teach about family rela6onships and why would 
he include this as part of living “a life worthy of the calling you have received” (Ephesians 
4:1, 5:22-32)? 

3. Look up Acts 9:15-16, Philippians 4:11-14, and 2 Corinthians 11:23-28. Paul asked 
Timothy to join him in suffering for the gospel (2 Timothy 1:8). What does Paul’s life teach 
you about suffering? If Paul had asked you, like Timothy, to join him in suffering for the 
gospel as he had, what might have been your response? 


